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and stability through the subjection of the individual to cus
torn, the latter alone receives emphasis with the Chines**
The long duration of the empire, and the perfection anc
stability of the educational system which have been noticed
are sufficient evidences of the truth that here can be merely
stated.
In a second result, is found one of the important ac-
companying conditions of this general status. The cduea
tion appropriate to this great task has for the mind of student-
certain peculiar psychological merits, and other pronounced
defects. While there results a very thorough training ot the
mind along narrow lines, the results upon the individual,
though marked, are restricted. The mind is not symmetri-
cally trained; for while its retentive powers are tremendously
strengthened, while there are developed the power of appli-
cation to the mastery of details, the ability to recognize line
distinction of form, and the ability to imitate, there is a hick
of power of initiative, of inventiveness, of adantability, and
of all creative functioning. The patience of this race, the
exactness, both in scholarship and in details of common life,
the power of voluntary attention, are thus results of their edu-
cation. Of a certain kind of information there is wide appre-
ciation, but most great branches of knowledge are disparaged.
" Every department of letters," says Williams, speaking of
the classics, "save jurisprudence, history, and official statis-
tics, is disesteemed in comparison, and the literary graduate
of fourscore will be found deficient in most branches of
general learning, ignorant of hundreds of common things aim
-events in his national history which the merest schoolboy in
the Western world would be ashamed not to know in his,"
While there is so much to disparage in the Chinese system
of education, yet frequently there has been suggested by those
familiar with it, a similarity to the schooling of the linguistic
education that prevailed so extensively a few generations ago
(see Chapter IX). In the fact that both are wholly literary.